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President's  Perspective 

The  Essence  of  Beauty  is  Found  in  the  Eternal. 


Blindness  is  a  tragic  handicap.  Around  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  experiencing 
the  fellowship  of  Dr.  "Daddy  Bullfrog"  Carson  makes  blindness  seem  far  less  serious  a  handicap  than 
it  really  is.  A  person  Uke  Dr.  Carson,  whose  brilliant  spirit  is  absolutely  irrepressible,  makes  us  forget 
that  all  of  his  life  he  has  lived  without  seeing  the  beautiful  colors  of  the  blooming  flowers  or  the 
spectacular  hues  of  the  rainbow  or  even  the  color  in  Mrs.  Pep's  sparkling  eyes.  But,  I  do  not  pen 
these  words  in  order  to  make  you  feel  sorry  for  Dr.  Carson.  If  I  were  doing  that,  1  would  incur  his 
wrath,  since  his  own  attitude  of  faith  has  always  been  to  show  that  Cliiist  is  more  than  adequate  for 
every  handicap.  And  does  he  ever  demonstrate  that! 

My  point  is  rather  that  if  physical  blindness  is  such  a      ^  ^^ 

handicap,  what  of  spiritual  blindness?  What  ot  those  ••• 

if  physical 

scattered  all  across  our  nation  and  the  world  who  never  blincJness  is  such 

once  have  been  able  to  behold  the  spiritual  beauty  of  ^  handicap,  what  of 

„,  .   .    „  ,  V     J     .     u    O  A  J    .     .  I       spiritual  blindness? 

Chnst  \\\  all  or  its  redemptive  hues '.  And  yet,  that  is  I 

exactly  where  most  people  are.  Perhaps  you  can 
understand  why  1  was  so  deeply  moved  the  other  day  in 

looking  across  the  159  graduates  who  were  receiving  their  diplomas  and  were  now  ready  to  embark 
full-time  upon  the  ministries  to  which  God  has  called  them.  This  was  the  scene  on  May  23  at  10 
A.M.  in  Binkley  Chapel  as  we  watched  a  generation  of  young  men  and  women  cross  the  stage  with 
their  afterburners  lighted,  ready  to  soar  for  the  Lord. 

As  I  looked  at  the  class  of  graduates  and  realized  that  they  would  leave  here  to  fan  out  across  the 
face  of  the  globe,  and  that  they  would  be  in  ministries  involving  teaching,  preaching,  church  planting, 
and  a  host  of  eleemosynary  endeavors,  I  could  not  but  be  grateful  to  the  Lord. 

First,  I  am  grateful  to  every  donor  who  has  contributed  to  make  the  education  of  these  men  and 
women  possible.  Second,  I  am  grateful  to  the  godly  professors  who  walked  with  them  through  days 
of  study  in  order  to  prepare  and  sharpen  the  instrument  that  will  be  so  greatly  used  of  God  to  cut 
through  the  moral  decay  of  our  time  and  reach  the  hearts  of  thousands.  Third,  I  am  grateful  for  every 
member  of  the  staff  at  Southeastern  Seminaiy  who  labors  behind  the  scenes  in  a  thousand  different 
ways  in  order  to  make  it  possible  for  the  professors  to  do  their  work  and  the  students  to  be  in  the 
study.  But.  fourth,  and  most  of  all,  I  am  grateful  to  God  —  grateful  for  God's  grace  in  our  salvation 
and,  especially,  for  the  opportunity  to  serve  our  Lord  at  Southeastern  Seminary. 

Southeastern  Seminary's  campus  is  a  beautiful  campus.  But  its  beauty  pales  in  insignificance 
before  the  beauty  of  Christ  and  before  the  beauty  of  the  precious  ones  whose  lives  will  be  forever 
changed  as  a  result  of  coming  to  know  Christ. 

Recently,  we  had  the  privilege  of  having  Dinara,  Zhanara,  and  Gauhara,  our  three  young  ladies 
from  Kazakhstan,  in  our  home  for  supper.  We  listened  with  amazement  as  the  twins,  Zhanara  and 
Gauhara,  shared  with  us  their  story  of  coming  to  Christ  and  then  praying  for  two  long  years,  while 
enduring  unbelievable  misunderstanding  until  their  parents  came  to  Christ.  Their  father,  who  had  a 
drinking  problem  and  was  seriously  endangering  his  health,  suddenly  was  able  to  stop  drinking.  I 
thought  to  myself,  'This  is  what  Southeastern  Seminary  is  all  about."  This  is  the  preparation  of  three 
young  women  to  go  back  to  Kazakhstan  and  share  with  their  people  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ 
that  they  have  already  experienced.  Thank  you,  everyone,  for  doing  what  you  do  to  make  this  kind  of 
thing  possible.  God's  best  for  you  in  the  days  ahead.  ^  


Catching  A  Vision  For  The  World 


Raleigh  layman  makes  eternal  mvestment  in  new  missions  center.  ^ — 

By  Greg  Carpenter 

When  John  Prince.  Jr.  signed  up  to  go  on  a  lO-day  mission  trip  to  Western  Kenya  with  his  wife, 
Kay,  in  the  summer  of  1997,  he  thought  he  had  found  her  the  ideal  Christmas  present. 

"Fve  always  had  a  heart  for  missions,"  says  Prince  who  will  be  inducted  in  October  as  a 
member  of  Southeastern  Seminary's  Board  of  Visitors.  "Fve  always  wanted  to  go  on  a  mission  trip, 
but  not  as  much  as  my  wife." 

But  little  did  Prince  know  what  he  would  receive  in  return  for  his  wife's  Christmas  present.  "I 

had  the  privilege  of  being  part  of  leading  4,200  people  to 
Christ  in  nine  to  10  days  and  establishing  1 1  new 
churches,"  says  Prince  a  deacon  at  Bay  Leaf  Baptist 
Church,  Raleigh,  N.C.  "The  experience  was  just 
unbelievable." 

The  Princes  arrived  in  Western  Kenya  in  late  June 
1997  and  worked  alongside  seven  other  members  of  Bay 
Leaf  Baptist  Church  and  nearly  30  Southeastern  students. 

One  morning.  Prince  and  his  teenage  translator, 
Elijah,  came  upon  a  sugar  cane  field.  The  two  approached 
a  man  in  charge  of  a  family  of  field  workers. 

"1  told  him  that  1  had  come  from  halfway  around  the 
world  to  see  if  he  knew  my  friend  Jesus,"  Prince  says. 
"He  said  he  did  not,  and  1  asked  him  if  1  could  tell  him 
about  Jesus." 

Prince  shared  the  plan  of  salvation,  through  his  translator,  with  the  Kenyan  and  asked  him  if  he 
wanted  to  accept  Jesus  as  his  Savior.  The  man  turned  around  and  walked  back  to  the  people  laboring 
in  the  field. 

"They  stopped  working,  and  everybody  came  over  and  stood  in  front  of  me,"  says  Prince.  "I 
didn't  know  that  the  man  could  speak  English  when  he  walked  away,  but  when  he  walked  back,  he 
asked  in  English  for  me  to  tell  them  what  I  had  told  him." 

Prince  shared  the  plan  of  salvation  with  the  entire  family.  After  giving  the  invitation  to  accept 
Christ  as  their  Savior,  all  of  them  got  on  their  knees  in  the  middle  of  the  sugar  cane  field  and  repented 

of  their  sins.  prince  coiUiuiwd  ,>n  uc\l  pai;c 


John  Prince  fellowships  willi  Iwo  Kenyan  brothers  in  the  Lord. 


Bay  Leaf  Baptist  Churchi  Donates  $150.000 


Raleigh  church  honors  Dr.  Keith  Eitel  with  missions  center  gift.  ^ — 

On  Tuesday,  May  5,  1998,  Ron  Rowe,  pastor  of  Bay  Leaf  Baptist  Church,  Raleigh,  N.C, 
presented  the  seminary  with  a  pledge  gift  of  $I50,()()()  toward  the  construction  of  the  new  Center  for 
Great  Commission  Studies. 

Southeastern's  Board  of  Trustees  has  approved  plans  for  construction  of  a  16,000  square-foot 
missions  training  center.  The  seminary,  however,  lacks  more  than  $1  million  to  fund  the  project. 

Making  his  announcement  in  Binkley  Chapel,  Rowe  said  the  church  pledged  their  gift  in  honor 
of  Keith  Eitel,  director  of  the  seminary's  Center  for 

BAY  LEAF  aniliiiiu  tl  on  next  page 


Bay  Leaf  Continued  from  Page  3 

Great  Commission  Studies.  In  recognition  of  the  church's  gift.  Southeastern  will  name  a  section  of 
the  new  center  the  "Dr.  Keith  E.  Eitel  Strategic  Planning  Auditorium." 

In  response  to  the  honor,  Eitel,  still  shocked  by  the  announcement,  was  at  a  loss  for  words.  "I 
just  don't  know  what  to  say,  just  praise  God,"  he  said. 

Southeastern  President  Paige  Patterson  accepted  the  gift  on  behalf  of  the  seminary 
acknowledging  a  debt  of  gratitude  and  heavy  responsibility.  "It's  going  to  be  in  our  effort  to  see  to  it 
that  every  penny  of  that  $150,000  results  in  at  least  one  person  coming  to  know  Christ  as  Savior," 
he  said. 

Patterson  commended  Bay  Leaf  Baptist  Church  for  doing  more  than  simply  giving  lip  service  to 
missions.  "They  get  the  people  actually  involved  overseas  in  missionary  endeavors,"  he  said. 

Bay  Leaf  has  made  a  five-year  commitment  to  partner  with  missionaries  in  Western  Kenya.  The 
church  sent  volunteers  in  January  and  June  of  1998,  to  deliver  Bibles  and  share  the  Gospel.  Thus  far, 
the  church  has  given  about  $40,000  to  missions  efforts  in  Kenya,  said  Alan  Coker,  missions  minister 
at  Bay  Leaf  and  Southeastern  Seminary  alumnus. 

Coker  said  the  church  has  sent  missions  volunteers  in  1998  to  El  Salvador,  Kenya,  East  Asia, 
Ukraine,  Argentina,  Brazil,  and  Mexico. 

According  to  statistics  compiled  by  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  N.C.,  Bay  Leaf  gave 
$37,690.05  in  1997  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  International  Missions  —  the 
thirteenth  highest  offering  total  in  the  state. 

Prince  Continued  from  Page  3 

On  another  occasion  while  sharing  the  Gospel,  Prince  entered  a  building  before  asking  Elijah  to 
translate  the  name  of  the  business.  "Shortly  after  entering  the  building,  I  noticed  it  was  a  bar,"  Prince 
said. 

Two  women  approached  the  men  as  they  entered  the  building.  Prince  led  one  of  the  women  to 
accept  Christ  while  his  translator  led  the  other  woman  along  with  two  bar  patrons  to  make  their 
professions  of  faith  in  Christ. 

"There  we  (all)  were,  ...  on  our  knees,  and  they  had  accepted  Christ  in  that  little  bar,"  Prince 
said.  "It  was  like  that  all  day  long." 


'Then  I  sat  right  there  and 

presented  the  plan  of  salvation 
and  gave  an  invitation." 


Prince,  who  had  open-heart  surgery  six 
years  ago,  says  God  gave  him  the  spiritual 
strength  as  well  as  physical  strength  to  take 
the  Gospel  to  Kenyan  villages.  He  walked 
several  miles  each  day  across  hilly  terrain, 
stopping  to  rest  about  every  300  yards. 

After  his  experience  in  Kenya,  Prince  says,  he  knew  what  he  had  to  do  when  he  returned  to  work 
at  his  Raleigh  construction  company. 

"The  first  thing  1  did  when  I  got  back  was  (I)  got  the  people  in  my  company  together  around  the 
conference  room  table.  ...  Then  1  sat  right  there  and  presented  the  plan  of  salvation  and  gave  an 
invitation.  1  wouldn't  have  done  that  before  I  left." 

Southeastern  Seminary  President  Paige  Patterson  said  the  Princes'  commitment  to  world 
missions  goes  well  beyond  their  church  involvement  overseas. 

"He's  made  a  tremendous  difference  to  the  seminary,"  Patterson  said.  "If  there  was  ever  anybody 
that  was  well  named,  it  is  John  Prince.  He  is  a  prince  of  a  man.  He  loves  the  Lord." 


Controversy  Behind  Us,  The  Cross  Before  Us 


Patterson  casts  vision  of  1  million  baptisms  by  2000.  ^ — 

By  Tammi  Ledbetter 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  (BP)  —  Newly  elected  Southern  Baptist  Convention  President  Paige 
Patterson  expects  to  be  preoccupied  with  a  goal  of  1  million  people  being  baptized  in  the  year  2000 
through  Southern  Baptist  evangelistic  efforts  at  home  and  abroad.  Patterson,  among  the  most  well- 
known  leaders  of  the  conservative  resurgence,  was 
elected  by  acclamation  June  9  at  the  SBC  annual 


It: 


"We've  had  20  years 
of  controversy  that  T 
happen  to  believe  was 
essential.  That's  all 
behind  us  now." 


meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City. 
"We've  had  20  years  of 
I     controversy  that  I  happen  to  believe 
was  essential.  That's  all  behind  us 
now/'  Patterson  said.  "What  is 
before  us  now  is  to  unify  our  hearts 
and  minds  on  one  objective  — 

  being  faithful  to  that  which  Christ 

asks  us  to  do." 
Whether  the  nearly  1 6  million  members  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  feel  good  about  his 
election  probably  depends  on  whether  they  share 
his  vision  of  leading  a  far  greater  number  to  faith 
in  Christ,  he  reflected  at  an  SBC  press  conference. 

"If  people  are  enthusiastic  about  missions  and 
evangelism,  they're  probably  going  to  feel  good 
about  this,"  Patterson  said.  "If  not,  then  they'd 
probably  rather  have  someone  else." 

With  the  emphasis  Patterson  intends  to  place 
on  worldwide  evangelization,  he  said  anyone  who 
beheves  the  Bible  is  true  and  is  "deeply  concerned 
about  reaching  the  world  with  the  message  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  going  to  be  increasingly  happy  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention." 

As  to  whether  there  will  be  efforts  to  reach  out 
to  moderate  Southern  Baptists  who  have  criticized 
the  conservative  resurgence,  Patterson  said,  "Those 
with  serious  questions  about  the  validity  and 
veracity  of  certain  portions  of  the  Word  and  who 
do  not  have  a  deep  commitment  to  missions  are 
going  to  be  less  happy  with  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  of  the  21st  century." 

Even  those  who  have  felt  themselves  targeted 
by  passage  of  a  new  article  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message,  which  offers  a  traditional  defmition  of 
the  family,  should  recognize  such  convictions  as  "a 
reaffirmation  of  biblical  truth,"  Patterson  said, 

CROSS  conliniic'cl  on  next  paye 


"If  people  are  enthusiastic  about 
missions  and  evangelism,  they're 
probably  going  to  feel  good 
about  this ..." 


Cross  Continued  from  Page  5 

referring  to  potential  critics  among  feminist  and  homosexual  camps. 

"It  was  an  effort  to  positively  state  what  Southern  Baptists  have  always  believed,"  Patterson  said 
of  the  article.  "We  have  believed  it  a  good  many  years  before  feminists  even  came  into  being." 

He  rejected  the  argument  of  one  messenger  attempting  to  amend  the  article  so  that  the  husband 
and  wife  are  expected  to  "equally  submit"  rather  than  stating  a  biblical  mandate  for  the  wife  to 
submit  to  the  servant  leadership  of  her  husband,  paralleling  the  church's  submission  to  the  headship 
of  Christ. 

Acknowledging  that  the  New  Testament  Book  of  Ephesians  teaches  Christian  spouses  to  submit 
to  one  another,  Patterson  said,  "The  proposed  amendment  would  have  missed  what  obviously  follows 
after  verse  21.  Specific  assignments  are  made  to  the  husband  and  the  wife,  and  the  committee 
properly  defended  the 
statement  as  having 
all  that  is  in 
Ephesians  5,  rather 
than  just  part."  With 
Patterson's  wife, 
Dorothy,  serving  as  a 

member  of  the  Baptist   

Faith  and  Message 
study  committee 
which  proposed  the 
article  on  the  family, 

the  new  president  was  asked  if  his  wife  had  consulted  with  him  before 
offering  input  to  the  committee. 

"She  con^ected  me  two  or  three  times  on  matters,"  he  responded  to 
an  amused  audience. 

"She  just  finished  her  second  doctorate  with  a  dissertation  on  the  theology  of  womanhood," 
Patterson  added,  "so  this  is  one  area  I  discuss  with  great  care  because  she  knows  considerably  more 
about  this  subject  than  I  could  ever  know.  I  am  grateful  for  the  price  she  has  paid  to  be  informed  on 
biblical  issues." 

Patterson  said  the  article  also  sends  a  message  that  "the  biblical  position  for  the  home  is  one  man 
for  one  woman  for  life."  Adding  that  no  Christian  should  be  involved  in  "gay-bashing,"  Patterson 
said  he  would  want  those  involved  in  the  homosexual  community  to  know  that  "Southern  Baptists 
love  them  and  wish  for  them  to  know  Christ  and  have  whatever  correction  of  lifestyle  that  needs  to 
be  made." 

He  reminded  those  gathered  for  the  news  conference  that  "all  of  us  have  things  that  need  to  be 
conected  in  our  lives,"  adding  that  the  basis  for  such  correction  must  be  the  Word  of  God. 

As  Southern  Baptists  seek  to  reach  America's  cities  with  the  Gospel,  Patterson  said  he  is  not 
overly  concerned  with  the  methods  employed  as  long  as  they  do  not  compromise  the  Gospel. 
"Sometimes  efforts  in  the  name  of  Christ  compromise  the  basic  holiness  to  which  God  calls  us." 

Addressing  the  highly  publicized  boycott  of  Disney  enacted  at  the  1997  convention,  Patterson 
said  the  inteni  has  been  misunderstood  by  many. 

"Southern  Baptists  were  speaking  as  much  to  themselves  as  anybody  else.  It  was  a  reminder  that 
we  need  to  be  very  careful  what  we  choose  for  entertainment  and,  for  that  matter,  how  much  time  we 
spend  with  entertainment,  period,"  he  said. 


Prayer  Burden  Becomes  God's  Calling 


Alumnus  shares  the  love  of  Christ  with  AIDS-stricken  people. 

By  Danelle  Summers 

WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  —  "When  you  pray,  be  careful  what  you  ask  for." 

For  Eric  Raddatz,  a  1994  Southeastern  alumnus,  those  words  are  more  than  just  an  idle 
expression.  During  a  seminary  class  called  "The  Church  and  the  Disadvantaged,"  God  gave  Raddatz 
a  burden  for  ministering  to  people  with  AIDS.  "So  I  started  praying  that  God  would  find  somebody 
to  do  this,  not  understanding  at  the  time  that  when  He  reveals  it  to  you,  you're  it,"  Raddatz  says. 

A  friend  of  Raddatz's  died  of  AIDS  in  July  1991,  and  his  father  contracted  the  virus  through  a 
blood  transfusion  during  quadruple  by-pass  heart  surgery  in  1983. 

Raddatz  calls  the  blood  transfusion  "a  blessing  in  disguise."  "I  thank  God  for  the  blood  and  the 
surgery  because  if  he  didn't  get  it,  he  would  have  died,  so  he  got  10  more  years  of  life." 

During  that  time,  Raddatz  says,  he  was  able  to  reconcile  a  soured  relationship  with  his  father. 
"My  relationship  with  my  father  wasn't  very  good,"  he  says.  "After  I  was  bom  again,  I  could  never 
pray  to  'Father'  because  of  my  whole  feeling  about  fathers." 

Raddatz's  father  died  in  January  1993  with  his  son  by  his  side.  "The  last  two  weeks  we  spent  out 
there  were  real  hard,"  Raddatz  says.  "By  that  time  1  had  experience  working  with  people  with  AIDS 
who  had  died  ...  (but)  because  of  the  attachment  (to  my)  father  (it  was)  very  difficult." 

But  out  of  that  pain  and  heartache,  Raddatz  says,  God  confinned  His  call  to  minister  full-time  to 
people  with  AIDS.  Using  part  of  his  inheritance  from  his  father's  estate,  Raddatz  founded  the  Baptist 
AIDS  Partnership  of  North  Carolina  that  same  year.  The  office  for  the  non-profit  ministry  is  located 
at  121  Front  Street  in  downtown  Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

A  1994  associate  of  divinity  graduate  of  Southeastern  Seminary,  Raddatz  filled  many  of  his 
seminary  days  volunteering  as  a  care-giver  for  AIDS  patients.  He  busied  himself  with  cooking, 
cleaning  bathrooms,  doing  laundry,  and  helping  patients  who  couldn't  help  themselves. 

Before  long.  Raddatz  began  hosting  a  Bible  study  on  Wednesday  nights  at  an  AIDS  house  in 
Raleigh,  N.C.  Four  months  later,  one  of  his  patients  accepted  Christ  as  his  Savior. 

Now,  as  executive  director  of  the  Baptist  AIDS  Partnership  of  North  Carolina.  Raddatz.  55.  says. 
"A  lot  of  what  we  do  is  education  programs  for  the  church,  to  bring  messages  to  the  church  on  the 
Christian  response  to  AIDS  and  help  them  understand  where  we  are  as  Christians." 

Since  1995,  the  Baptist  AIDS  Partnership  of  North  Carolina,  in  conjunction  with  the  Baptist 
State  Convention,  has  hosted  two  retreats  each  year  —  one  at  the  Caraway  Conference  Center  in 
Asheboro,  N.C,  and  another  at  Ft.  Caswell,  the  Baptist  Conference  Center  on  Oak  Island. 

The  retreat  includes  daily  Bible  study  and  worship,  singing,  small  group  sessions  where 
participants  share  their  hopes  and  fears,  free-time  and  a  memorial  service  to 
remember  those  who  have  died  of  AIDS.   

About  125  people  have  attended  the  retreats  since  they  began  three  years  ago.  ^^K^^-  2 
Raddatz  said  at  least  one  person  has  accepted  Christ  as  Savior  at  each  of  the  Wi'^  \ 

retreats.  aids  conliiuwcl  on  ihii;c  16 


Raddatz  calls  his  father's  blood  transfusion  "a  blessing  in  disguise."  "I  thank  God  for  the  blood  and 
the  surgery  because  if  he  didn't  get  it,  he  would  have  died,  so  he  got  10  more  years  of  life." 


www.bapnc.org 


Homemakingt  A  Divine  Assignment 


Dr.  Dorothy  Patterson  shares  insights  for  making  the  home  a  ministry.  ^ — 

By  Lee  Weeks 

Shortly  after  graduating  from  New  Orleans  Seminary  and  moving  to  her  husband's  first 
full-time  church  field  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  Dorothy  Patterson  wondered  if 
she  would  ever  have  the  opportunity  to  put  her  theological  training  to  use. 

"When  I  arrived  there,  I  had  a  big  house  to  take  care  of,  two  babies  in  diapers,  a  new 
community  and  no  family.  I  was  a  bit  overwhelmed,"  recalls  Patterson. 

Searching  for  God's  will  for  that  season  of  her  life,  she  questioned,  "What  was  I  doing 
carrying  a  diaper  pail,  cleaning  toilets,  bouncing  babies  and  never  having  a  coherent  thought 
during  the  day?  I  was  in  a  wilderness  there,  but  that,  too,  was  part  of  my  training,"  she  adds. 

Patterson  has  kept  the  focus  of  her  personal  ministry  on  a  commitment  she  and  her  husband 
made  early  in  their  marriage.  She  says  he  told  her  that  the  home  and  family  were  the  foundation 
and  springboard  for  all  they  would  do.  "He  asked  me  early  on  to  give  my  energies  in  that  area." 

The  journals  Patterson  wrote  during  those  years  of  waiting  have  become  valuable  accounts  of 
life  experiences  upon  which  she  has  drawn  as  she  counsels  and  teaches  today.  Her  1992  book,  A 
Woinoii  Seeking  God  published  by  Broadman  Press,  relates  many  of  those  experiences. 

But  even  more  than  her  own  published  works,  Patterson  recommends  that  women  spend  time 
in  God's  Word.  She  says  the  Book  of  Proverbs  is  saturated  with  insightful  wisdom  on  managing 
the  home,  family  and  relationships.  "No  other  book  has  any  more  to  say  to  women  specifically," 
says  Patterson. 

Through  her  ministry  to  women,  she  has  served  as  general  editor  of  The  Woman's  Study  Bible, 
as  author  of  numerous  articles  on  biblical  womanhood,  and  as  a  frequent  conference  leader. 
Patterson  is  currently  serving  as  assistant  professor  of  Women's  Studies  at  Southeastern. 

Along  the  way,  she  has  earned  a  master's  of  theology  degree  from  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  a  doctor  of  ministiy  from  Luther  Rice  Seminary  and,  most  recently,  a 
doctor  of  theology  degree  from  the  University  of  South  Africa.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Patterson's  most  recent  assignment  involved  serving  on  the 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  study  committee  which  penned  a  new 
article  on  the  family  adopted  at  the  June  1998  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

"We  may  be  lax  in  thinking  that  because  our  families  are 
involved  in  all  the  programs  of  church  that  they're  automatically  OK. 
As  a  mother  and  now  a  grandmother,  I  want  to  be  very  conscious  of 

trying  to  be  sure  Fm  not  taking  anything  for  granted  with  those  in  my  inner  circle,"  she  says. 

The  family  article,  which  upholds  the  family  as  the  God-ordained  "foundational  institution  of 
human  society,"  received  a  full-page  endorsement  in  the  Aug.  28,  1998,  edition  of  USA  Today  by 
the  Family  Life  Foundation,  a  division  of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  and  several  other 
evangelical  organizations.  In  recognition  of  his  wife's  efforts,  Paige  Patterson,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  gave  her  a  framed  copy 
of  the  newspaper  ad  during  the  Sept.  24  chapel  service  in  Binkley  Chapel. 

"Because  of  Dorothy's  commitment  to  the  home,  I  always  knew  that  regardless  of  what  other 
commitments  she  might  have,  it  was  always  considered  immediately  canceled  if  anything  came  up 
regarding  the  family,"  recounts  her  husband. 


"There  is  no  greater  need 
for  the  coming  years  than  , 
a  revival  of  interest  in  the 
responsibilities  of 
motherhood." 


But  ask  Dorothy  Patterson  what  has  brought  her  the  greatest  joy  and  fulfillment  and  she 
immediately  points  to  her  children.  "I  don't  regret  at  all  the  five  years  when  I  canceled  every 
engagement  and  didn't  even  travel  with  Paige"  to  be  available  to  her  teenage  children,  she  says. 
"Those  junior  high  and  high  school  years  are  so  critical.  A  httle  child  is  always  bubbling,  but 

when  they're  in  high  school  you  have  to  be  there 

 N      for  that  moment.  Once  I  made  the  changes  and 

got  into  that  season  of  life,  I  was  as  happy  then  as 
at  any  time  in  my  life." 

With  her  children  now  grown  and  out  on 
their  own,  Patterson  focuses  her  energies  on 
equipping  wives  and  mothers  to  reclaim  their 
homes.  "When  you  look  at  Scripture  in  Genesis, 
you  see  that  God  started  with  the  family  before 
He  established  the  church.  He  uses  the  metaphor 
of  the  family  to  reveal  Himself  and  speak  of  our 
heavenly  abode.  All  of  these  terms  are  richly 
interwoven  with  the  family." 

In  an  article  Patterson  authored  in  1990, 
titled,  "Where's  Mom?  The  High  Calling  of  Wife 
and  Mother  in  Biblical  Perspective,"  she  writes: 
"Though  a  woman  approaching  the  twenty-tnst 
century  is  different  in  many  ways  from  her 
foremothers,  she  is  in  at  least  one  way  forever  the 
same.  Some  would  say  that  she  is  a  servant  of  her 
biological  fate,  to  which  she  has  to  adjust  her 
other  pursuits.  Of  course,  this  may  be  interpreted 
as  mere  slavery  with  the  procreative  and  nurturing 
tasks  as  the  shackles;  but  on  the  other  hand,  this 
biological  duty  may  also  be  accepted  as  a  divinely 
assigned  destiny  with  the  awesome  opportunity 
for  a  woman  to  link  hand  and  heart  with  the 
Creator  God  in  bearing  and  preparing  the  next 
generation  as  the  binding  cord." 

Patterson  has  committed  herself  for  the  next 
two  years  to  teach  full-time  without  pay  in  the 
seminary's  new  Master  of  Divinity  with  Women's 
Studies  Program  while  the  seminary  works  to 
secure  funds  for  the  program  through  an 

  endowment.  "The  most  signitlcant  need  at  this 

time  is  securing  the  financial  means  to  fund  the 
program  long-term,"  she  says.  "We  need  two  to  four  endowed  chairs,  or  a  gift  that  would  endow  the 
program  generally.  We  also  need  scholarship  help.  I  can  give  my  time  and  energy,  but  God  has 
someone  else  He  wants  to  join  me  with  a  worthy  investment  of  monetary  support." 

hi  her  booklet,  "Where's  Mom?"  Patterson  passionately  expresses  her  burden  for  encouraging 
and  equipping  women  who  are  seeking  God's  will  for  their  lives.  She  says  she  plans  to  take  that  same 
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Going  On-line  With  The  Gospel 


It's  an  excellent 
method." 


"         Taking  the  Gospel  beyond  physical  barriers. 

By  Lee  Weeks 

The  statistics  alone  are  enough  to  choke  almost  any  computer's  hard  drive. 

Currently,  about  100  million  people  worldwide  "surf  the  net."  More  than  500,000  websites  dot 
the  "Infomiation  Highway"  offering  everything  from  groceries  to  automobiles  to  mortgage  loans. 
Analysts  project  that  purchases  made  over  the  Internet  will  reach  $327  billion  by  the  year  2002.  The 
federal  government  reports  receiving  an  average  of  4,000  requests  per  day  for  Internet  website 
domain  names. 

As  more  and  more  people  are  going  global  via  the  Internet,  this  once  vast 
universe  is  becoming  smaller  and  smaller.  While  it  took  radio  30  years  to 
reach  50  million  people  and  television  13  years,  the  Internet  did  it  in 
just  four  years. 

Since  its  introduction  in  1992,  the  World  Wide  Web  has  quickly 
become  the  window  to  a  new  world  called  "Cyberspace"  —  a  land 
free  of  geographical  boundaries  where  planes  and  ships  are  obsolete 
and  Internet  Service  Providers  —  not  visas  — 
are  required  for  international  travel. 

At  the  dawn  of  a  new  millennium,  this 
communication  medium  called  the  "net"  has 
given  new  meaning  to  the  phrase  "reach  out 
and  touch  someone." 

So  what  implications  does  this  rapidly 
flourishing  technology  have  on  the  fulfillment  of  "The  Great  Commission,"  the  biblical  mandate  to 
reach  the  world  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ? 

Consider  this:  It  took  William  Carey,  "the  father  of  modem  missions,"  five  months  to  travel  by 
steamboat  from  England  to  India  in  1793.  Today,  in  a  matter  of  minutes,  Timothy  Abraham  can  share 
his  testimony  with  devout  Muslims  in  Egypt  from  his  home  in  Bunn,  N.C.,  by  simply  logging  onto 
the  Internet. 

"It's  an  excellent  method,"  says  Abraham,  a  master's  of  theology  student  at  Southeastern 
Seminary. 

Abraham,  a  fonner  Muslim  from  Egypt,  has  led  about  20  people  to  salvation  in  Christ  over  the 
Internet  during  the  past  two  years.  He  bought  a  computer  with  money  saved  from  preaching  at 
churches.  "Ever  since,  the  Lord  has  been  glorified  in  it,  and  we  want  it  to  be  the  Lord's  computer," 
he  says. 

Abraham,  30,  is  no  "techie,"  just  computer  savvy.  He  posts  his  testimony  on  the  Internet  under 
his  "user  profile"  created  to  identify  people  who  have  similar  interests.  Now,  when  someone  "goes 
on-line"  in  search  of  infomiation  under  categories  such  as  Muslim,  Islam  or  Jesus,  Abraham's 
testimony  is  referenced  as  a  research  option.  "Through  putting  my  testimony  on  the  Intemet  there  has 


Fast  and  Furious 

(the  on-line  timeline) 


ARPANet  -  Precursor  of  the  Intemet  is  born  out  of 
a  network  of  four  computer  systems  inhabited 
by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense. 
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13  year-old  Bill  Gates  writes  his  first  software 
program  for  playing  Tic-Tac-Toe. 
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been  a  sort  of  reunion  between  me  and  my  old  Christian  friends  in  Egypt,"  says  Abraham.  He  also 
credits  the  Internet,  through  God's  providence,  with  helping  him  meet  his  bride-to-be.  Timothy  first 
met  his  wife,  Angela,  while  on-line. 

But  Abraham's  evangelistic  efforts  have  not  alwavs  been  warmly  received.  He  had  to  forfeit  one 
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Taking  the  Gospel  beyond  physical  barriers. 


By  Lee  Weeks 
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communication  medium  called  the  "net"  h 
given  new  meaning  to  the  phrase  "reach  oi 
and  touch  someone." 

So  what  implications  does  this  rapidh 
flourishing  technology  have  on  the  fulfilln 
reach  the  world  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  C 

Consider  this:  It  took  William  Carey, 
steamboat  from  England  to  India  in  1793. 
his  testimony  with  devout  Muslims  in  Egy 
the  Internet. 

"It's  an  excellent  method,"  says  Abral 
Seminary. 

Abraham,  a  former  Muslim  from  Egy 
Internet  during  the  past  two  years.  He  bou 
churches.  "Ever  since,  the  Lord  has  been  g 
he  says. 

Abraham,  30,  is  no  "techie,"  just  com 
his  "user  profile"  created  to  identify  peopi 
on-line"  in  search  of  infonnation  under  cai 
testimony  is  referenced  as  a  research  option. 
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Fast  and  Furious 

(the  on-line  timeline) 


ARPANel  -  Precursor  i)f  the  Inteniel  is  born  oliI  of 
a  network  of  four  computer  systems  inhabited 
by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense. 


1969 


1971 


13  year-old  Bill  Gates  writes  his  first  software 
program  for  playing  Tic-Tac-Toe. 


Intel""  announces  first  microprocessor. 
First  consumer  electronic 
calculator  introduced. 


1972 


T 


First  documented  e-mail 
sent  via  ARPANet. 


been  a  sort  of  reunion  between  me  and  my  old  Christian  friends  in  Egypt."  says  Abraham.  He  also 
credits  the  Internet,  through  God"s  providence,  with  helping  him  meet  his  bride-to-be.  Timothy  tlrst 
met  his  wife,  Angela,  while  on-line. 

But  Abraham's  evangelistic  efforts  have  not  always  been  warmly  received.  He  had  to  forfeit  one 
of  his  Internet  accounts  when  Muslims  complained  that  he  was  proselytizing  on-line.  He  has  also 
received  several  death  threats  by  extremist  Muslim  groups.  "They  can  threaten  as  much  as  they  want, 
but  may  the  Lord  give  us  the  strength  so  we  don't  fear  those  who  kiU  the  flesh,"  he  says. 

Alvin  Reid,  associate  professor  of  evangelism  at  Southeastern,  employs  a  different  strategy  for 
evangelizing  the  World  Wide  Web.  He  strikes  up  conversations  with  complete  strangers  conversing  in 
"chat  rooms"  created  for  people  with  common  interests  such  as  careers  and  family. 

"By  the  way,"  Reid  introduces  himself  to  a  chat  room,  "I  just  want  to  say  to  the  room  the 
greatest  thing  that  ever  happened  to  me  is,  many  years  ago,  I  met  Jesus  Christ  in  a  personal  life- 
changing  way,  and  if  you  want  to  know  anything  more  about  this  please  e-mail  me." 

Once,  a  woman  from  Oregon  who  had  logged  onto  a  chat  room  for  the  first  time  e-mailed  Reid 
with  follow-up  questions.  "That's  more  than  a  coincidence  I  think,"  says  Reid. 

Reid  continued  to  witness  to  the  woman  over  the  Internet  for  about  three  months.  "She  was 
really  searching.  I  just  continued  to  share  how  Jesus  had  changed  my  hfe."  Last  November  the 
woman  e-mailed  Reid  to  say  that  she  had  accepted  Christ  as  her  Savior.  "She  started  sharing  her  faith 
with  other  people,"  says  Reid.  "She's  been  taking  some  stands  for  the  Lord." 

The  Internet,  Reid  says,  promises  to  play  an  important  role  in  reaching  the  world  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  in  the  21st  century.  Reid  hopes  to  launch  an  evangelistic  website  from  the  seminary  when  the 
new  Center  for  Great  Commission  Studies  is  built. 

"We  would  assign  students  in  our  evangelism  classes  so  many  hours  to  answer  the  hits  on  the 
website.  It's  a  terrible  thing  to  have  a  lost  person  wanting  to  know  answers  and  there's  no  one  there  to 
answer  them,  so  we're  going  to  have  that  set  up." 

In  August,  Southeastern  Seminary  debuted  its  new  website  (www.sebts.edu)  complete  with  the 
Gospel  presentation  as  well  as  infonnation  about  the  school's  programs,  faculty,  students,  history,  and 
seminary  news. 

Still,  Reid  warns,  with  the  evangelistic  opportunities  created  by  the  Internet  so  come  the  perils. 
"Anything  with  the  potential  for  good  has  the  potential  for  harm,  and  this  is  very  much  a  double- 
edged  sword.  Many  of  these  people  are  completely  secular,  and  you  would  never  get  a  chance  to  talk 
to  them  at  their  door,  you  would  never  get  them  to  church,  but  they  will  talk  to  you  on-line.  The  , 
strength  is  almost  the  danger  because  they  can  be  anonymous."  (  11 

Bill  Cooley,  a  mental  health  professional  at  Keesler  Air  Force  Base  in  Mississippi,  says  the 
anonymity  of  Internet  communication  has  great  potential  for  misuse  because  it  allows  a  person  to 
escape  from  reality. 

"Many  individuals  go  on-line  and  gain  a  sense  of  acceptance  20  Million  Americans  consider 

from  people  they  don't  even  know,"  Cooley  says.  "It's  a  the  Internet  "indispensable. 

coming-home  feeling  that  can  entice  people  to  the  detriment  of 
family,  home,  career,  and  health." 


INTERNET  cdiitiiuivd  on  ncM  /'(/,!,'(' 


Estimated  number  of 
web  users  in  the  U.S. 


Queen  Elizabeth  sends  e-mail. 

Al  Gore  coins  the  phrase  "■Information  Superhighway. 


57,037,000 

May  1998.  Harper  s  Index 


ARPANet  becomes  the  hiternet 


Estimated  2.7  trillion  e-mail 
messages  sent  in  1997. 

Estimated  6.9  trillion 
e-mail  messages  to  be 
sent  in  the  year  2000. 

StniiLX--  Harper  -.  \ikW\ 

First  alt.  discussion  groups  instituted  on  the  Net 
alt. sex.  alt.druss.  alt.rockandroll 


1976   1978  1979 


1981  1982-83 


Hayes®  introduces  first  PC  modem^\.  IBM""  introduces  the  first  PC.    '  Apple'-'  introduces  the  Mac'-' 


1984     1986-1990  1990 


Continued 


ARPANct  ceases  to  exist. 


For  example,  in  April,  a  29-year-old  computer  programmer  confessed  to  killing  his  5-year-old 
daughter  while  on-line  with  a  support  group  of  problem  drinkers.  Larry  Froistad  confessed  in  an  e- 
mail  to  setting  his  house  on  fire  in  1995  in  Bowman,  N.D.  Froistad  escaped  from  the  house  leaving 
behind  his  daughter  who  was  killed  in  the  blaze.  Froistad  was  charged  with  murder  following  his 
confession  on  the  Internet. 

Douglas  Estes,  a  master's  of  theology  student  at  Southeastern, 
knows  first-hand  about  the  problems  created  by  the  Internet's  veil 
of  anonymity. 

Last  summer  while  on-line  in  a  Christian  chat  room,  he  met  a 
16-year-old  girl  from  Fayetteville,  Ark.,who  was  considering 


"Although  sharing 
the  Gospel  on-line 
cannot  always  be 
measured  accurately 
for  its  effectiveness, 
the  Internet  still 
remains  a  viable 
evangelistic  tool." 


having  an  abortion.  Estes  witnessed  to  the 
girl  for  several  months  over  the  Internet 
leading  her  to  salvation  in  Christ.  The 
girl  told  Estes  that  she  kept  her  baby 
and  that  four  of  her  friends  on  the 
cheerleading  squad  became  Christians 
as  a  result  of  attending  Bible  studies  led  by  her  aunt. 
As  time  passed,  Estes  began  to  question  the  legitimacy  of  both  the  girl's 
stories  and  her  aunt's.  The  aunt  later  admitted  to  fabricating  the  stories.  The  woman,  who  said  she 
was  a  Christian,  claimed  that  she  suffered  from  a  personality  disorder  and  was  undergoing  counseling 
with  a  therapist.  She  said  the  16-year-old  girl  was  fabricated  from  one  of  her  multiple  personalities. 

Estes,  25,  says  he  doesn't  consider  the  time  wasted  he  spent  on  the  Internet  talking  with  the 
woman.  "One  of  the  positive  things  is  that  1  was  able  to  share  the  Gospel  with  her,"  says  Estes. 

"I  think  it  impacted  her  life  in  a  good  way.  Although  sharing  the  Gospel  on-line  cannot  always 
be  measured  accurately  for  its  effectiveness,  the  Internet  still  remains  a  viable  evangelistic  tool.  After 
all,  as  Christians  we  are  responsible  only  for  sharing  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  and  ministering  to 
those  who  are  hurt  and  broken  hearted." 

Reid  warns  that  those  who  use  the  Internet  to  share  the  Gospel  should  guard  their  time  closely 
and  have  an  accountability  partner.  "It  can  be  so  addictive  because  you  can  almost  have  another 
identity  and  that's  the  dangerous  thing  about  it,"  says  Reid. 

Nancy  Wesson,  a  clinical  psychologist  in  Mountain  View,  Calif.,  agrees.  She  says  obsessive  net 
surfing  can  be  just  as  addictive  as  excesses  of  other  activities  such  as  eating,  sex,  work,  and  exercise. 

But  the  anonymity  of  the  Internet  is  not  all  negative,  says  Chad  Tucker,  a  bachelor  of  arts  student 
at  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  College.  "You  can  be  as  bold  as  you  want  to  be,"  Tucker  says. 
"Many  times  people  are  not  as  bold  as  they  should  be  or  could  be  in  a  face-to-face  confrontation,  but 
when  it  comes  to  the  computer  you  can  be  bold  because  you're  in  your  own  home." 

Tucker  of  Hickory,  N.C.,  says  he  routinely  creates  chat 
rooms  under  topics  such  as  "Answers  from  God,"  to 
generate  discussion  about  issues  of  faith  and  the  meaning 
of  life.  "Many  times  there  are  lost  people  who  come  in 
who  have  nowhere  else  to  turn,"  says  Tucker.  "They've 
never  been  able  to  sit  down  and  really  ask  a  Christian 


Who's  On  The  Net? 


U.S.  Government  opens 

y  Oval  Office  goes  on-line:  President@whitehouse.gov 

Web  to  commercial  enterprise.  > 

'     World  Wide  Web  becomes  public  domain. 

1991    1992  1993 

1994 

Average  age  usert  38 
Generation  Xer's  make  up  30%. 
Baby  Boomers  make  up  54%. 
The  50+  group  makes  up  16%. 
9.8  million  children  are  users. 
42%  are  college  gradutes. 
Women  make  up  39%. 
68%  are  married. 


'  World  Wide  Web  developed  by  Tim  Burners-Lee  '  Internet  celebrates 
at  CERN  facility  in  Geneva.  25th  anniversary. 
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"Many  times  there 
are  lost  people  who 
come  m  who  have 
nowhere  else 
to  turn." 


questions  about  what  they  believe  and  why  they  believe  it."" 

Still,  with  the  growing  popularity  of  the  Internet,  words  such  as  "Netaholic.""  "Cyberjunkie," 
and  "Internet  Addict""  are  no  longer  dismissed  easily  as  joking  references. 

"Internet  addiction  has  gained  credibility  among  mental  health  professionals  as  a  clinically 

significant  disorder  which  negatively  impacts  social,  occupational,  family,  and  financial 

functioning,""  says  Kimberly  Young, 
director  of  the  Center  for  On-line 
Addiction  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh-Bradford. 

Young,  who  has  studied  more  than 
400  Internet  Addiction  Disorder  cases, 
says  "Anyone  with  access  to  a  modem 
and  the  Internet  may  become  addicted."" 
Describing  the  typical  addict  as  a 
"middle-aged  female  with  limited  education,"  Young  says  the  stereotypical  "computer  nerd"  is  not 
the  only  person  at  risk. 

Judy  Calheiros.  a  master  of  arts  in  Christian  education  student  at  Southeastern,  says  she  enjoys 
witnessing  to  women  who  log  on  the  Internet  and  enter  Christian  chat  rooms  to  discuss  topics  such  as 
home  schooling  and  parenting. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  people  who  will  come  to  the  Christian  chat  rooms  who  are 
hurting  and  looking  for  hope.  Just  being  able  to  share  the  hope  that  I  have  in  Jesus 
has  meant  a  lot  to  me.'" 

Calheiros  says  she  works  to  establish  relationships  off  the  Internet  with  those 
she's  led  to  salvation  in  Christ.  "Unless  you  develop  a  pretty  strong  relationship 
and  get  to  know  these  people  outside  the  Internet,  it's  real  easy  to  lose  track  of 
them  and  not  be  able  to  disciple  them  like  they  need  to  be  discipled." 

Larry  Grover.  a  master  of  divinity  student  at  Southeastern,  and  his  wife,  Pennye 
use  the  Internet  to  reach  out  to  Mormons.  Larry"s  family  has  been  Mormons  for 
five  generations.  He  left  the  Mormon  church  at  18  and  accepted  Christ  as  his 
Savior  10  years  later. 

LaiTy  identifies  himself  as  an  ex-Mormon  on  his  Internet  user  profile.  When 
people  go  on-line  to  research  information  on  Monnons  or  Monnonism,  Larry's 
testimony,  entitled  "Why  I  Left  the  Mormon  Church."  is  referenced. 
One  week  last  summer,  Larry  and  Pennye  led  three  women  to  faith  in  Christ  while  on  the 
Internet.  One  of  the  women,  Lisa,  20-something,  from  San  Francisco,  was  converted  from 
Monnonism.  "She  started  witnessing  to  other  people,  telling  them  how  to  accept  Christ  in  group  chat 
rooms,"  Pennye  says. 

"The  main  idea  we  use  in  gaining  a  relationship  with  those  we  witness  to  is  to  affimi  that  they 
are  special  in  God's  sight."  Larry  says.  "Pennye  would  show  them  how  God  cares  enough  to  arrange 
for  others  to  be  available  on  the  Internet  at  just  the  right  time  to  help  just  them.  Her  favorite  saying  is, 
T  know  our  meeting  is  not  a  mistake.  God  directs  my  path,  and  He  has  placed  me  here  just  for  you! 
He  loves  you  that  much!'" 

Tiic  Shiicnj  rite  Ncl 
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Timercial  web  sites  existed. 

A  record  1 10,000  commercial  web  sites  existed. 


PC  turns  2 1 . 

y  Phone  companies  begin  to  install  2.5 
/  gigabyte  fiber  optic  equipment. 


6.9  billion  dollars  expected  to  be 
generated  by  on-line  commerce. 
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Bill  Gates  circulates  confidential  memo  within  Microsoft®. 
Objective:  Redirect  company  focus  from  software  to  the  Internet. 


IBM®  and  MasterCard®  and  Danish  Payment  Systems 
conduct  the  first  end-to-end  secure  Internet  transaction. 


Future  U.S.  Internet  Usage:  58  million 
in  2000  to  75  million  by  2002 


Defending  The  Faith 


Dean  of  faculty  says  apologetics  is  a  prerequisite  for  evangelism.  ^ — 

By  Art  Turner 

When  L.  Russ  Bush,  III  became  vice  president  for  academic  affairs  and  dean  of  the  faculty  at 
Southeastern  Seminary  in  1989,  he  quickly  became  a  focal  point  in  a  firestorm  that  swirled  around 
the  issues  of  biblical  inerrancy  and  liberalism. 

A  relative  outsider  at  the  time.  Bush  had  taught  for  almost  17  years  at  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  before  accepting  appointment  to  his  post  at  Southeastern  by 
then  President  Lewis  Drummond. 

Controversy  had  persisted  at  the  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  seminary  since  1987,  when  the  school's  new 
conservative  trustee  majority  changed  the  way  the  school  chose  its  faculty  by  vesting  more 
responsibility  with  the  president  and  the  trustees. 

As  an  outsider.  Bush  says,  he  saw  a  unique  opportunity  to  be  a  peacemaker 
while  fairly  assessing  charges  of  liberalism.  "I  really  felt  led  to  come  here,"  he  ^^^IP^^^^'l^ft 
says.  "I  did  have  acquaintances  here,  but  no  real  personal  ties.  ...  I  was  never  a       ^^^g  1^1 
student  here,  and  I  had  not  experienced  what  others  had."  ^^HfH^^'^iii^JS 

In  the  midst  of  the  controversy,  recalls  Bush,  many  people  had  said  ^^H|^j^^|||^9 
Southeastem's  greatest  days  were  in  the  past.  "The  reason  they  were  so  ^^^^^^^^mW 
pessimistic  is  that  they  thought  we  were  going  to  turn  the  school  into  a  ^'  W^^^ f  ' 

'preacher  factory'  and  neglect  the  academics,"  he  says.  "There  were  some  who  ^ 
were  not  very  happy  with  the  direction  we  were  going.  The  sad  thing  is  that  f^'^^Hftif  j^J 

many  of  those  people  misunderstood  what  we  were  trying  to  do."  1,;  filflMfllli 

Bush,  however,  remained  optimistic  throughout  those  troubled  times, 
convinced  that  God  would  be  glorified  through  it  all.  "I  was  trying  to  counter  a  very  strong 
pessimism  about  the  future  of  the  school,"  he  says.  "I  believe  the  years  since  have  proven  that 
optimism  was  correct.  God  continued  providentially  drawing  students  here  even  though  there  was 
controversy.  The  past  nine  years  have  certainly  not  been  dull  or  routine." 

Concerns  about  the  school's  accreditation  status  and  the  mass  exodus  of  faculty  members  have 
since  been  resolved.  "Everybody  talks  about  what  a  big  turnover  there  was,  but  a  large  percentage  of 
that  would  have  occurred  anyway  as  people  approached  retirement  or  received  offers  from  other 
institutions,"  he  says. 

Southeastern  now  boasts  a  faculty  of  about  60  professors  and  the  school's  annual  "non- 
duplicating"  student  enrollment  exceeded  1,700  students  for  the  1997-98  academic  year.  Meanwhile, 
nine  new  degree  programs  have  been  added  as  well. 

Bush's  arrival  at  Southeastern  nine  years  ago,  in  one  respect,  brought  his  ministerial  pilgrimage 
full  circle. 

More  than  20  years  earlier.  Bush  answered  God's  call  to  the  ministry,  as  a  junior  in  college, 
during  a  summer  retreat  at  the  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center,  Ridgecrest,  N.C.  "I  had  my  call 
to  the  ministry  at  Ridgecrest,"  Bush  says.  "I  went  to  Southwestern  Seminary  and  that  took  me  in 
another  direction,  but  North  Carolina  was  a  place  I  always  went  back  to  in  my  mind  when  I  thought 
about  my  call  to  ministry." 

Bush  spent  several  summers  at  Ridgecrest  while  his  mother  taught  classes  and  wrote  curriculum 
materials  for  the  Sunday  School  Board. 

"Interestingly  enough,  when  I  moved  here.  Wake  Forest  was  about  the  size  of  the  town  where  I 
grew  up  as  a  child.  The  houses,  the  geography,  the  hills,  and  the  pine  trees  were  almost  like  home. 


  "Christianity  says   

there  is  one  Godj  and  you 
have  to  relate  to  that  one  God. 
Naturalists  don't  like  that  and 
spiritualists  don't  like 
it  either." 


So  in  a  way,  moving  here  was  like  going  back  home.  But  it  was  like  going  home  where  you  didn't 
know  anybody." 

The  son  of  a  dentist-tumed-pastor,  Bush  grew  up  in  Columbia,  Mississippi.  His  father  began  his 
first  pastorate  at  age  66  and  later  served  as  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  for  two 
years. 

With  two  parents  steeped  in  the  study  of  the  scriptures.  Bush's  passion  for  the  Word  of  God 
should  not  be  all  that  surprising. 

Bush,  53,  says  people  often  ask  the  wrong  questions  and  then  are  disappointed  by  the  answers 
they  find  in  the  Bible.  "I  like  to  help  people  conceptualize  their  problems  and  ask  the  right 
questions,"  he  says.  "A  lot  of  what  I  do  in  class  is  to  get  people  to  think  about  what  they're  thinking, 
to  ask  the  right  questions.  If  you  ask  the  right 
question,  you'll  be  surprised  at  the  answer 
sometimes,  at  how  effectively  it  can  be 
answered." 

The  key  to  communicating  the  life- 
changing  Gospel  in  a  post-modern  world. 
Bush  says,  is  understanding  the  naturalist 
world  view.  "I  have  people  who  say  to  me 
all  the  time  that  they  don't  understand  why 
people  don't  believe  some  Christian  ^  ^ 

doctrine.  But  their  whole  way  of  thinking 
about  the  world  doesn't  include  what  we're  taking 

for  granted  —  that  God  exists,  the  Bible  is  the  source  of  revelation,  etc.  Naturalists  don't  even 
consider  that  to  be  an  option.  The  world's  way  of  thinking  doesn't  include  those  possibilities." 

Bush  says  Christian  apologetics  is  an  essential  component  of  the  local  church's  ministry  as  well 
as  international  evangelism. 

"The  most  important  task  of  the  pastor  and  the  Sunday  school  teacher  and  the  lay  Christian  is  to 
help  our  people  understand  what  the  issues  are  that  they  are  facing,"  he  says.  "It's  for  the  purpose  of 
being  able  to  do  effective  evangelism.  It's  for  the  puipose  of  doing  effective  missions." 

Bush,  dean  of  faculty  and  philosophy  of  religion  professor,  says:  "Philosophy  constantly  asks 
'what  do  you  mean  by  what  you  are  saying?'  You  say  you  believe  in  God.  Someone  else  may  say 
they  believe  in  God.  But  what  do  they  mean  by  the  tenn  'God?'  You  have  to  understand  their  world- 
view  when  you're  talking  to  them." 

However,  philosophy  is  more  than  understanding  the  clash  of  worldviews.  Bush  says.  "I  see 
what  I'm  doing  as  evangelism.  This  is  what  you  have  to  think  about  so  that,  when  you  give  your 
Gospel  witness,  it  will  be  communicated  so  people  will  understand  what  you're  talking  about." 

Bush  says  two  primary  worldviews  today  which  stand  in  contrast  to  Christianity  include  the 
Naturalistic  Ideology  of  the  West  and  its  argument  for  evolution  and  materialism,  and  the  Pantheistic 
ideals  of  the  East,  a  byproduct  of  the  New  Age  Movement. 

"Many  people  want  a  spiritualism  they  can  manipulate,"  he  says.  "Christianity  says  there  is  one 
God,  and  you  have  to  relate  to  that  one  God.  Naturalists  don't  like  that,  and  spiritualists  don't  like  it 
either." 

"When  you  find  out  how  weak  these  other  positions  are  philosophically,  it  will  strengthen  your 
faith,"  Bush  says.  "Some  people  are  afraid  to  witness  because  they  think  there  are  objections  we  can't 
answer.  Christian  theism  is  the  only  view  that  really  does  have  answers,  the  only  view  that  really  is 
true.  The  world  is  what  God  says  it  is." 

BUSH  continued  on  next  page 


BUSH  Continued  from  Page  15 

"The  psalmists  see  the  world  as  being  very  responsive  to  God,"  Bush  says.  "The  concept  of 
creation  runs  throughout  the  Bible,  not  just  in  Genesis  1 

Describing  teaching  as  his  passion.  Bush  says,  "I  think  Fd  dry  up  and  wither  away  if  I  couldn't 
teach." 

Bush  will  soon  begin  revising  and  updating  a  book  he  co-authored  in  1980  called  Baptists  and 
the  Bible.  Published  by  Moody  Press,  this  book  takes  a  look  at  how  Baptists  have  historically  dealt 
with  the  Book  of  Revelation  and  the  denomination's  stand  on  the  inerrancy  of  Scripture. 

Bush  says  he  will  never  tire  of  defending  the  faith. 

"People  don't  need  to  worry  that  someone  is  going  to  come  up  with  some  new  piece  of 
information  that  proves  Christianity  wrong.  There  are  going  to  be  challenges,  but  that  just  means 
we're  going  to  have  to  do  some  more  thinking." 


AIDS  Continued  from  Page  7 

Raddatz  has  many  stories  to  tell  when 
asked  to  describe  the  impact  that  retreats  have 
on  participants.  There  was  Tommy,  a  former 
prison  inmate  who  had  helped  lead  a  revolt  in 
the  New  Mexico  State  Penitentiary  in  1980. 

"He  came  to  all  the  services  and  he 
talked  to  me  and  he  went  to  small  group  and  he  talked  to  others  there,  ...  and  then  on  Friday,  the  last 
worship  service  in  the  morning,  he  came  forward  and  accepted  Christ,  and  then  he  told  everybody 
and  went  down  to  the  pond  and  was  baptized." 

Then  there  was  the  "drag  queen"  who  attended  the  retreats.  Raddatz  says  he  wouldn't  touch  a 
Bible,  despite  attending  all  the  sessions.  At  a  later  retreat,  Raddatz  says,  the  man  asked  if  he  could 
have  a  Bible. 

At  another  retreat,  a  man  who  had  not  been  inside  a  church  for  20  years  accepted  Christ  as  his 
Savior.  Each  retreat  has  its  own  success  story.  Raddatz  says  the  retreat's  counselors  and  speakers 
focus  on  showing  God's  love  and  compassion. 

"The  way  I  understand  the  gospels,"  Raddatz  says,  "Jesus  touched  people  at  their  need  and  that 
is  what  changed  them." 

The  Baptist  AIDS  Partnership  of  N.C.  held  a  retreat  at  Camp  Caraway  Aug.  3-7  and  plans  to 
hold  another  retreat  at  Ft.  Caswell  Nov.  2-6.  The  theme  for  this  year's  retreats  is  "Grace  for  the 
Journey." 

Camp  Kid  Care  for  children  with  AIDS,  sponsored  by  N.C.  Baptist  Men  and  the  Baptist  AIDS 
Partnership  of  N.C,  was  held  Aug.  9-12  at  Camp  Caraway.  Children  participated  in  skits,  puppet 
shows,  Bible  study,  and  singing. 

Raddatz  says  that,  although  his  ministry  has  not  received  universal  support  throughout  the 
denomination,  he  remains  convinced  that  he's  doing  what  God  called  him  to  do. 

"People  say  I  shouldn't  be  working  with  homosexuals,"  Raddatz  says.  "But  I  tell  them  all  I'm 
trying  to  do  is  follow  what  Jesus  said  to  do:  To  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself. 

"We're  being  nonjudgmental  and  loving  and  not  condemning.  ...  My  job  is  not  to  judge.  I  don't 
condone  the  behavior,  but  my  job  here  is  not  to  do  that.  What  would  Jesus  do?  He  would  be  here." 

Raddatz  lives  in  Wake  Forest  with  his  wife,  Bonnie,  and  their  two  children  Sara,  10,  and 
Christopher,  8. 


"Jesus  touched  people  at 
their  need  and  that  is 
what  changed  them." 


Patterson  Elected  By  Acclamation 


First  seminary  president  to  serve  as  SBC  president  since  1940.  — 

By  Lonnie  Wilkey 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  (BP) — Southern  Baptist  Convention  messengers  elected  Paige  Patterson  as 
president  by  acclamation  during  the  June  9  afternoon  session  in  Salt  Lake  City.  He  was  unopposed 
for  the  presidency. 

Patterson,  president  of  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  since 
1992,  is  generally  regarded  as  one  of  the  architects  of  the  conservative  resurgence  in  the  SBC  which 
began  in  1979. 

Patterson.  55,  succeeds  Tom  Elliff,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Del  City,  Okla.,  who 
concluded  two  one-year  terms  at  this  year's  annual  meeting. 

A  native  Texan,  Patterson  is  the  first  seminary  president  to  serve  as  SBC  president  since  L.R. 
Scarborough,  president  of  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Texas,  in  1939-40. 

In  nominating  Patterson,  James  Merritt,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Snellville,  Ga.,  called  him 
a  "proven  leader  and  a  champion  of  the  cause  of  Christ." 

Merritt  also  cited  Patterson  as  a  man  of  courage.  "Because  of  his  commitment  to  his  beloved 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  he  was  willing  to  lay  his  personal  reputation  and  denominational  future 
on  the  line  in  calling  Southern  Baptists  back  to  their  biblical  roots,"  Merritt  said.  Patterson  has  never 
wavered  from  the  infallibility  and  truth  of  God's  Word,  Meuitt  added. 

Patterson  is  a  graduate  of  Hardin-Simmons  University,  Abilene,  Texas,  and  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  where  he  earned  both  his  master's  and  doctor  of  theology  degrees. 

Throughout  his  ministry,  Patterson,  who  began  preaching  at  the  age  of  14,  has  visited  several 
dozen  countries  spreading  the  gospel  through  revival  crusades,  missionary  assignments  and  study 
tours.  He  has  extensive  editorial  experience  and  served  as  the  managing  editor  of  The  Believer's 
Study  Bible. 

Prior  to  joining  Southeastern  Seminary,  Patterson  served  as  president  of  The  Criswell  College 
and  associate  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Dallas  for  17  years.  Before  going  to  Dallas,  Patterson 
served  churches  in  Texas,  Louisiana,  and  Arkansas. 

Patterson  is  married  to  the  former  Dorothy  Jean  Kelley  of  Beaumont,  Texas.  They  have  two 
adult  children  and  one  grandchild. 

HOMEMAKTNG  Continued  from  Page  9 

message  to  women  across  the  country  as  she  travels  with  her  husband  on  behalf  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

'There  is  no  greater  need  for  the  coming  years  than  a  revival  of  interest  in  the  responsibilities  of 
motherhood,"  Patterson  writes.  "We  need  mothers  who  are  not  only  family-oriented  but  also  family- 
obsessed.  We  have  seen  much  about  the  virtue  of  determined  childlessness  and  the  right  to  make 
one's  own  place  in  the  sun;  yet  it  is  hard  to  locate  an  aging  mother  who  believes  she  made  a  mistake 
in  pouring  her  life  into  her  children,  and  it  would  certainly  be  more  difficult  to  find  a  child  to  testify 
that  his  mother  loved  him  and  poured  herself  into  his  life  to  his  detriment  and  demise.  Surely 
countless  mothers  would  join  me  in  saying,  "Try  it  —  you'll  like  it!"  The  Lord  Himself  says,  'Like 
arrows  in  the  hands  of  a  warrior  are  sons  born  in  one's  youth.  Blessed  is  the  man  whose  quiver  is  full 
of  them'  (Ps.  127:4-5)." 

Tammi  Ledbetter  contributed  to  this  article. 


Ethics  Professor  Addresses  \J.N.  Delegates 


"Only  faith  in  God 
can  sustain  the  life  of 
a  nation  over  time." 


Heimbach  says  authority  comes  from  God. 

By  Lee  Weeks 

NEW  YORK — Speaking  before  about  50  international  diplomats  and  United  Nations  personnel 
representing  25  countries  —  some  of  which  are  closed  to  the  Gospel  —  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  professor  Daniel  Heimbach  called  for  world  leaders  to  adhere  to  a  universal 
moral  authority  based  on  faith  in  God. 

"Only  God,  the  transcendent  Creator  of  all  things  —  the  moral  ruler  of  the  universe  —  provides 
universal  moral  authority  that  is  truly  beyond  all  human  control."  Heimbach  said  at  a  dinner  meeting 
in  New  York  City  at  Campus  Crusade's  Christian  Embassy.  The  Christian  Embassy  and  Christian 
Ministries  to  the  United  Nations,  which  is 
supported  by  the  North  American  Mission 
Board,  sponsored  the  March  27  event. 

Heimbach,  professor  of  Christian  ethics 
at  Southeastern  Seminary,  said  what 
government  leaders  recognize  as  the  source 
of  moral  authority  affects  every  aspect  of 
their  being  from  their  sense  of  accountability 
to  the  way  they  treat  others,  including  how 
they  balance  persuasive  and  coercive  power. 

"Where  you  look  for  moral  authority  determines  the  way  you  handle  decisions  and 
responsibilities,"  he  said. 

A  "major"  shift  in  moral  thinking  is  taking  place  in  the  United  States  and  the  world,  said 
Heimbach,  who  served  under  President  George  Bush  as  associate  director  for  domestic  policy  and 
deputy  executive  secretary  of  the  Domestic  Policy  Council. 

"General  acceptance  of  the  sort  of  moral  thinking  on  which  American  society  was  built,  the  sort 
of  moral  thinking  on  which  America  grew  to  greatness,  the  sort  of  moral  thinking  that  enabled 
Americans  to  set  aside  selfish  interests  and  work  together  for  the  good  of  others  —  general 
acceptance  of  that  sort  of  thinking  is  unraveling,"  Heimbach  said. 

Civilization  stands  perilously  close  to  becoming  enslaved  to  a  world  governed  by  the  "law  of  the 
jungle"  where  "morality  of  men"  gives  way  to  "morality  of  beasts,"  Heimbach  warned. 

"American  leaders  in  all  areas  are  acting  more  and  more  as  though  nothing  is  left  to  transcend  or 
restrain  the  power  of  indulging  self-centered  human  desires,"  he  said. 

A  leader's  ethical  framework  or  worldview  is  a  matter  of  religious  conviction,  Heimbach  said. 
"It  begins  with  faith,"  he  said,  "because  you  have  to  believe  something  about  the  ultimate  source  of 
moral  authority  to  make  any  judgment  value  at  all." 

Credited  with  a  key  role  in  composing  the  moral  stance  adopted  by  President  Bush  and  coalition 
forces  during  the  Persian  Gulf  War  in  1991,  Heimbach  said  that  increasingly  government  leaders  are 
failing  to  realize  that  rejection  of  faith  in  God  places  the  "sustaining  ethic"  of  society  at  risk. 

"An  ethic  of  self-sacrifice  and  delayed  gratification  cannot  stand  against  the  pressures  of 
personal  desire,  selfish  ambition  and  social  prejudice  unless  it  is  sustained  by  belief  in  the  existence 
of  God,"  he  said. 

Pointing  to  the  fate  of  the  fallen  Babylonian,  Grecian  and  Roman  empires,  Heimbach  reminded 
the  coalition  of  world  leaders  that  entire  civilizations  have  crumbled  when  their  leaders  ceased  to 
understand  or  respect  any  moral  authority  above  their  own  ambitions  and  selfish  desires. 

"Only  faith  in  God  can  sustain  the  moral  integrity  of  powerful  leaders,"  Heimbach  said. 

"Only  faith  in  God  can  sustain  the  life  of  a  nation  over  time." 


Faculty  Publications 


David  R.  Beck,  Associate  Professor  of  New  Testament  and  Greek 

The  Discipleship  Paradigm:  Readers  and  Anonymous  Characters  in  the  Fourth  Gospef 

Bnll,  Leiden.  Netherlands:  IW7. 


David  Allen  Black,  Professor  of  New  Testament  and  Greek 
It's  Still  Greek  to  Me. 
Baker.  Grand  F^apids.  Michigan: 

The  Holy  Bible:  International  Standard  Version  New  Testament. 
Davidson  Press,  Yorba  Lnida,  CA:l9y8. 
NT  Editor 


Andreas  J.  Kiistenberger,  Associate  Professor  of  New  Testament 
The  Missions  of  Jesus  And  The  Disciples  according  to  the  Fourth  Gospel 
With  Implications  for  the  Fourth  Gospel's  Ptirpose  and  the  Mission  ot  the  Conteiiipi,.:ai  y  Church 
William  B.  Eerdnians  Publishing  Company.  Grand  Rapids.  Michigan  /  Canibndge.  U.K.:  1998 


Paige  Patterson,  President,  SBC/SEBTS 

Preoti  Peregrini.  A  Rt)manian  translation  of  Dr.  Patterson's  commentary  on  First  Peter. 

Baptist  Why  and  Why  Not  Revisited.  "The  Church  in  the  Twenty-First  Century"  (pp.  99-125) 
Edited  by  Timothy  (ieorge  and  Richard  D.  Land. 
Broadiiian  &  Holman.  Nashville:  1998. 

Dorothy  Patterson,  Assistant  Professor  of  Women's  Studies 

Baptist  Why  and  Why  Not  Revisited.  "Family  Values  in  Baptist  Life"  (pp.  191-205) 

Edited  by  Timothy  George  and  Richard  D.  Land. 


Broadmaii  &  Holman.  Nashvil 


1998. 


Il'llllj 


Alvin  Reid,  Associate  Professor  of  Evangelism 
Introduction  to  Evangelism. 
Bioadman  &  Holman,  Nashville:  1998. 


Faculty  Honors/Promotions 


Alvin  Reid,  Associate  Professor  of  Evangelism  and  the 
Bailey  Smith  Chair  of  Evangelism  Professor,  was  presented  the  1998 
"Faculty  Excellence  In  Teaching  Award." 


Greg  Hanis  elected  to  the  SEBTC  faculty  as  Assistant  Professor  of  Biblical  Exposition. 
Ivan  Spencer  elected  to  the  SEBTC  faculty  as  Assistant  Professor  of  History  and  Philosophy. 
David  Beck  promoted  to  Associate  Professor  of  New  Testament  and  Greek  at  SEBTS. 
Ken  Magnuson  elected  as  Assistant  Profes.sor  of  Christian  Ethics  at  SEBTS. 
James  Porowski  promoted  to  Associate  Professor  of  Pastoral  Care  at  SEBTS. 
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